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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-26 are presented in the instant application according to the Applicants' filing on 
03/31/2004. 

Inventorship 

1 . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the 
Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a 
U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. ; 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the 
AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sato (JP Patent No. 
JP02003298417A). 

With respect to claim 12, Sato discloses, in Fig. 1, a clocking system comprising 
a phase lock loop device [2] powered by an analog power supply voltage [5b] and a digital 
power supply voltage [6b], the phase lock loop device to receive a first clock signal [4] and to 
output a second clock signal [9b] having an frequency based on a voltage of the digital power 
supply voltage. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sung et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,21 8,876) in view of Mano et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,570,456). 

With respect to claim 1, Sung et al. discloses, in Fig. 1, a clock generating apparatus 
comprising a first phase lock loop device [52] and a second phase lock loop device [54]. 

Sung et al. fails to disclose details of the first and second phase locked loop devices with 
first and second power supply voltages. 

Mano et al. discloses, in Fig. 1, a phase locked loop with first and second power supply 
voltages. 

The combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses a clock generating 
apparatus comprising a first phase lock loop device [Sung et al.'s, Fig. 1, item 52 as with details 
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in Mano et al.'s, Fig. 1, item L21] to be powered by a first power supply voltage [Vdd (not 
shown since it is inherent for a PLL to be powered by a power supply voltage to operate)}, and a 
second phase lock loop device [Sung et al.'s, Fig. 1, item 54 as with details in Mano et al.'s, Fig. 
1, item L21], coupled to the first phase lock loop device, to be powered by the first power supply 
voltage [Vdd (not shown since it is inherent for a PLL to be powered by a power supply voltage 
to operate)} and a second power supply voltage [VI 1], the second phase lock loop device to 
output a clock signal having an adaptive frequency based on the second power supply voltage. 

To configure the circuit of Sung et al. with a detailed phase locked loop as taught by 
Mano et al. to provide clock signals that are stable phase synchronous with the reference signal 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention since 
Mano et al. teaches that regardless of the variation in the manufacturing parameter, the frequency 
characteristics can be adjusted as to compensate for the variation (see Mano et al, col. 5, lines 
33-41). 

With respect to claim 2, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the first power supply voltage comprises an analog voltage [Vdd] and the second power 
supply comprises a digital voltage [VI 1]. 

With respect to claim 3, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the frequency of the clock signal output from the second phase lock loop device are based on 
fluctuations of the second power supply voltage [VI 1]. 

With respect to claim 4, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the first phase lock loop device outputs a clock signal having a fixed frequency, the clock 
signal having the fixed frequency being input to the second phase lock loop device. 
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With respect to claim 5, the combined teaching of Sung et ah and Mano et al. discloses 
that the second phase lock loop device includes components powered by the first power supply 
voltage and components powered by the second power supply voltage. 

With respect to claim 6, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the second phase lock loop device includes a voltage controlled oscillator (VCO) powered 
by the second power supply voltage [VI 1]. 

With respect to claim 7, the combined teaching of Sung et al and Mano et al. discloses 
that a sensitivity to droop is based on a coupling percentage of the second power supply voltage 
to power the VCO. 

With respect to claim 9, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that a sensitivity to voltage droop is determined based on a ratio of transistor sizes within the 
second phase lock loop device [Sung et al % Fig. /, item 54 as with details in Mano et al 's, Fig. 
I items MC21, M25, M26, MC22J. 

With respect to claim 10, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the apparatus corrects for phase error accumulation. 

With respect to claim 1 1, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. further 
discloses that buffers to couple core components, operating based on the clock signal, with 
external I/O [Sung et al.'s Figs. 1 and 5]. 

With respect to claim 22, Sung et al. discloses, in Figs. 1 and 5, an electronic system 
comprising an integrated circuit having a clock generating apparatus and I/O components 
coupled external to the integrated circuit, the clock generating circuit comprising a first phase 
lock loop device [52] and a second phase lock loop device [54]. 
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Sung et al. fails to disclose details of the first and second phase locked loop devices with 
first and second power supply voltages. 

Mano et al. discloses, in Fig. 1, a phase locked loop with first and second power supply 
voltages. 

The combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses a clock generating 
apparatus comprising a first phase lock loop device [Sung et al.'s, Fig. 1, item 52 as with details 
in Mano et al.'s, Fig. 1, item L21] to be powered by a first power supply voltage [Vdd (not 
shown since it is inherent for a PLL to be powered by a power supply voltage to operate)], and a 
second phase lock loop device [Sung et al.'s, Fig. 1, item 54 as with details in Mano et al.'s, Fig. 
1, item L21], coupled to the first phase lock loop device, to be powered by the first power supply 
voltage [Vdd (not shown since it is inherent for a PLL to be powered by a power supply voltage 
to operate)] and a second power supply voltage [VI 1], the second phase lock loop device to 
output a clock signal having an adaptive frequency based on the second power supply voltage. 

To configure the circuit of Sung et al. with a detailed phase locked loop as taught by 
Manu et al. to provide clock signals that are stable phase synchronous with the reference signal 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention since 
Mano et al. teaches that regardless of the variation in the manufacturing parameter, the frequency 
characteristics can be adjusted as to compensate for the variation (see Mano et al, col 5, lines 
33-41). 

With respect to claim 23, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the first power supply voltage comprises an analog voltage [Vdd] and the second power 
supply comprises a digital voltage [VI 1]. 
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With respect to claim 24, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the frequency of the clock signal output from the second phase lock loop device are based on 
fluctuations of the second power supply voltage [VI 1]. 

With respect to claim 25, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. further 
discloses that buffers to couple core components, operating based on the clock signal, with 
external I/O [Sung et al.'s Figs. 1 and 5]. 

With respect to claim 26, the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses 
that the first power supply and the second power supply are external to the integrated circuit. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sung et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,218,876) in view of Mano et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,570,456), as applied in claim 1, 
and further in view of Delbo' et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,816,019). 

The combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. discloses all the claimed limitations 
as expressly recited in claim 1 including the second detailed phase locked loop (with a disclosed 
low pass filter in Mano et al, Fig. 1, item LP2), except for a sensitivity to voltage droop is 
determined based on a ratio of capacitor sizes within the second phase lock loop device. 

Delbo' et al. discloses a low pass filter, in Fig. 3, with a low pass filter having two 
capacitors [cfl, cf2]. 

To configure a circuit based on the combined teaching of Sung et al. and Mano et al. with 
a low pass filter as taught by Delbo' et al. so that a voltage signal can be input to the voltage 
controlled oscillator and an desired frequency can be obtain would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention since Delbo' et al. teaches that such low pass 
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filter could provide a damping factor such that the transient of the PLL system can be fast and 
does not show any overshoots (see Delbo 'et al col 2, lines 28-33). 

7. Claims 13-18 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sato (JP Patent No. 02003298417A) in view of Sung et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,218,876). 

With respect to claim 13, Sato discloses all the claimed limitations as expressly recited in 
claim 12, except for the clocking system further comprising a fixed phase lock loop device 
powered by the analog power supply voltage, the fixed phase lock loop device to receive a 
reference clock signal and to provide the first clock signal to the adaptive phase lock loop device. 

Sung et al. discloses, in Fig. 1, a phase locked loop circuitry that includes two serially 
connected PLL devices [52, 54], with a first/fixed phase lock loop device [52] to receive a 
reference clock signal [20] and to provide the first clock signal to the second/adaptive phase lock 
loop device [54]. 

To configure the circuit of Sato et al. in an arrangement having two serially connected 
PLL devices as taught by Sung et al. to provide frequencies in a narrower range would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention since Sung et al. teaches 
that by doing so the PLL circuit can operate in a narrower range than might otherwise be 
required to produce a given input-to-fmal frequency change (see Sung et al, abs., lines 11-14). 

With respect to claim 14, the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. discloses that 
fluctuations of the frequency of the second clock signal are based on fluctuations of the digital 
power supply voltage. 
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With respect to claim 15, the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. discloses that 
the fixed phase lock loop device outputs the first clock signal having a fixed frequency. 

With respect to claim 16, the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. discloses that 
the adaptive phase lock loop device includes components powered by the analog power supply 
voltage [5b] and components powered by the digital power supply voltage [6b]. 

With respect to claim 17, the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. discloses that the 
adaptive phase lock loop device includes a voltage-controlled oscillator (VCO) powered by the 
digital power supply voltage. 

With respect to claim 18, the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. discloses that a 
sensitivity to droop is based on a coupling percentage of the second power supply voltage to 
power the VCO. 

With respect to claim 20, the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. discloses that a 
sensitivity to voltage dro6p is determined based on a ratio of transistor sizes within the adaptive 
phase lock loop device. 

With respect to claim 2 1 , the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. further 
discloses buffers to couple core components with external I/O [Sung et al.'s Figs. 1 and 5]. 

8. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sato (JP Patent 
No.02003298417A) in view of Mano et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,570,456), as applied in claim 12, 
and further in view of Delbo' et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,816,019). 
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The combined teaching of Sato and Mano et al. discloses all the claimed limitations as 
expressly recited in claim 12. Sung et. al. also discloses, in Fig. 3, a phase locked loop having a 
low-pass filter. 

The combined teaching of Sato and Mano et al. fails to teach a sensitivity to voltage 
droop is determined based on a ratio of capacitor sizes within the second phase lock loop device. 

Delbo' et al. discloses a low pass filter, in Fig. 3, with a low pass filter having two 
capacitors [cfl, cf2]. 

To configure a circuit based on the combined teaching of Sato and Sung et al. with a low 
pass filter as taught by Delbo' et al. so that a voltage signal can be input to the voltage controlled 
oscillator and an desired frequency can be obtain would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention since Delbo 'et al. teaches that such low pass filter 
could provide a damping factor such that the transient of the PLL system can be fast and does not 
show any overshoots (see Delbo 'et al. col. 2, lines 28-33). 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh M. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-1749. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Alternate Mon, Tuesday - Friday from 7:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on (571) 272-1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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